THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

snow-glasses, and when they removed them
they experienced the agonies of snow-blind-
ness. Half the party were soon suffering
from it. * I have missed my journal for four
days., having been enduring the pains of hell
with my eyes as well as doing the most back-
breaking work I have ever come up against.31
After nine hours of almost superhuman pulling
each day they camped, utterly worn out and
a bare four miles further on. But the beauty
of the glacier, with its light blue patches of
ice breaking through the whiteness of the
snow flowing between the steep dark granite
cliffs of the surrounding mountains, was a great
compensation for the hard work. Nobody
regretted the easier but exceedingly mono-
tonous travelling across the Barrier.

There is no doubt that Scott's team, con-
sisting of the picked men, was the strongest
of the three. It was in front all the way and
never had any difficulty in keeping its place.
This, of course, was as it should have been,
for Scott had to lead the way up the glacier,
which he did with excellent judgment. On
December igth Bowers wrote : c There is no
doubt that Scott knows where to aim for in a
glacier, as it was just here that Shackleton
had two or three of his worst days5 work, in
such a maze of crevasses that he said that

1 Bowers.
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